October 2011
Dear newcomer:
Our records indicate that you may be fairly new to St. Paul’s.  Welcome.

The fall is traditionally when the parish submits pledges for their financial support in the next calendar year (2012).  This advance planning allows the vestry and the finance committee to agree on a budget to present for approval at the annual meeting in February.

St. Paul’s, like all Episcopal churches, is entirely financially supported by our community.  We are not supported by the Diocese of Massachusetts or any other related body.  Approximately 75-85% of our operating income comes from pledges (the remaining 15-25% comes from building usage fees and income from past investments).  On average, Episcopalians give about 2.6% of their income to support Christ’s ministry in their congregations.  These gifts are voluntary and confidential.  Many find intentional giving very freeing, bringing better perspectives to what we have.  
Please take this packet at a pace that is comfortable to you.  We know that this may be a different way of being a church.  We regularly strive for complete transparency in our shared ministry in Christ, and hope that the information in this packet is helpful to you.  If you have questions, please visit the stewardship section of our web site (www.stpaulsnatick.org) or contact the clergy, wardens, or members of your stewardship team.  
Thank you very much for considering joining us in pledging to support St. Paul’s in 2012.
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