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Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 

 
December 25, 2022  

 
Saint Paul's Episcopal Church 

39 E Central Street | Natick, MA 01760 
stpaulsnatick.org 

 
Welcome in Love. Worship with Joy. Grow in Faith. Work for 

Justice. Seek and Serve Christ in all persons.  
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Christmas Day Eucharist  
Saint Paul's Episcopal Church | Natick, MA | 10AM 

 
Prelude: Fugue, and Variation Op. 18 by Cesar Franck 
 
Opening Hymn #83, "O come, all ye faithful"     Blue Hymnal 
 
Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is born! 
People:  Come, let us adore him! Alleluia! 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
Gloria! 

 
 
Celebrant:      The Lord be with you. 
People:          And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us Pray. 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 
confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Please be seated for the readings 
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah (52:7-10) 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; 
         for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; 
         for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 
        and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

We will read Psalm 98 responsively by whole verse. 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 
3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 
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A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (1:1-4) 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 
also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very 
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn # 82, "Of the father's love begotten"     Blue Hymnal 
 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

 
Homily       The Rev. Chris Visminas 
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A Liturgical Affirmation from the New Zealand Prayer book  
You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do.  
You have always been with us. You are God.  
 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ,  
who lived and died and rose again.  
You are with us now. You are God.  
 
You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.  
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  
You are our God. We worship you.  
 
Prayers of the People  
 

Creator of all, we pray for the entire body of Christ in all its expressions;  
Move through us in shadow, move through us in light.  
 

Give us a calling, give us a purpose, give us your guiding presence;  
Lead us in your shadow, lead us in your light.  
 

Be with all who serve you; lay and ordained;  
Strengthen us in the shadows, inspire us in the light.  
 

Keep watch over the ways of the world, the government, our society;  
Bring us peace in your shadows, and justice in your light.  
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
Hold them in shadow, heal them in light.  
 

Give to the departed eternal rest.  
As shadows of wisdom lengthen, let light perpetual shine.  
 

We pray for all who have died, especially our loved ones who we have lost since last 
Christmas (we hold a moment to name those we miss) 
 

We remember them in shadow and in light;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 

This Christmas, we pray for those on our parish prayer list, those who celebrate alone or in 
grief, and those who need the power of Christmas most. We invite your prayers of 
intercession and thanksgiving at this time.  
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Celebrant 
Almighty God, Christ light, Spirit; continue to be incarnate through us.  We ask that you 
hear our prayers and find your way into the world all over again, pouring your love into 
every shadow and dancing with us through the light. In the name of the one who was born 
in a manger and altered the course of history through the simple and extraordinary act of 
love. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you.  
 
Offertory, “He Shall Feed His Flock” from Handel's Messiah (Lorraine & Kelvyn) 
Thank you for the generosity and impact of your Christmas offerings to St. Paul's and our ministries together! 
 

The Holy Eucharist 
Our Sacred Story continues at the altar where we invite an incarnate God to enter our bodies and lives, infusing us 

with love at Christmas time and always, that we may allow God to give birth to new things through us.  

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 
People:        And also with you. 
Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts. 
People:        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:        It is right to give God and praise. 
 
Celebrant:  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Author 
Almighty, writer of the heavens and creator of earth.  Because you sent the Christ light to be 
born among the oppressed, to be parented by teenagers, to be protected by Shepherds, to be 
worshipped by Magi, to be a refugee in Africa, to be a Jew under Roman occupation in the 
Middle East, to be an adolescent teacher in a Synagogue, to be a carpenter, a Rabbi, a rabble-
rouser, a God in flesh, walking by our side, teaching us to love in transformative ways.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant:   We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these 
last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
We remember his death,   
We proclaim his resurrection,   
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN! 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
  for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:      Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People:         Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia! 
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The gifts of God for the people of God, take them in remembrance that Christ has died for 
you and feed on him with faith in thanksgiving.  
 
All are invited to come forward to receive Communion when the ushers guide you from your pew.  All are 
welcome to receive the bread (tell the priest if you need GF), and one person will receive the wine on behalf of 
us all. The chalice bearer will still hold the chalice in front of you and say "The blood of Christ, the cup of 
salvation" we just ask you to not reach for it at this time. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, simply 
cross your arms when the priest gets to you.  
 

 

Communion Hymn #84, "Love came down at Christmas"           Blue Hymnal 
       

Post Communion Prayer 
      Let us pray 
         Incarnate One, thank you for coming to walk with us. 

Thank you for inviting us into your story. 
Thank you for being so fully human. 
Thank you for being so fully Divine. 
Guide us as we leave this place full 
in mind, body, and spirit with your love.  
Help us to make room in the Inn of our hearts 
by continuing to find our own way into your amazing story.  
Send us out to tell your story. 
Send us out to spread your love. 
Send us out to be vessels of new birth in our own day. 
Walk with us every step of the way. AMEN.  

 
The Christmas Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn # 96, "Angels we have heard on high"                                           Blue Hymnal 

 
Dismissal 

Let us go forth in Love finding our way into the greatest story of all time. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!!! 
 

Postlude, "Fum Fum Fum" arr. by Mark Hayes 
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GRATITUDE 
Christmas Music and Christmas Flowers have been Given by the following people 

 
 
 

(remove page and insert flower list) 
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More Gratitude 
We are deeply grateful to those who have pledged to support St. Paul's financially in 2023!

Becky Binns and Greg Gettel 
Emily and Sean Fagan 
Betsy and Andrew Komjathy 
Mari and Joel Barrera 
Valerie and Gary Gaines 
Cindy Westervelt 
Dan and Dynnelle Fields 
Marybeth Lamb 
Beth Folsom 
Dominic and Jaime Hall 
Andrew and Amy Keith 
Fred Cowen 
Kathryn Huber and Chris Tarmey 
Caroline and Chester Nielsen 
Richard Edgar 
Maureen Sullivan 
Judi Kuhn 
Bill Kondrath and Chris Robb 
Heather and Jeff Lerminiaux  

Rick Subber 
David and Cherie Binns 
Barbara and Dana Crockford 
Karen Oakley 
Bernie White & Kathy Scott-White 
Diana &Tim O'Hara 
Carolyn Hasgill 
Clint and Linda Heyd 
Ted and Kathy Truscott 
George and Judy Witzell 
Cary and Jane Holmes 
Hilda Talvy 
Deb Valle 
Barbara Lantery 
Kim and Scott Bennet 
John and Erica Boudreau 
Linda Burgoon 
Carol and Harold Coderre

Joan Dedian	
Courtney and Eric Edman	
Victoria Medaglia	
Maureen and Andy Nguyen 
Ruth Palmer 
Mike and Alisa Skatrud 
Jenna and John Stacy 
Kathleen and Michael Walz	
Rob and Anne Young 
Carmen Goodridge  
Liz Angell 
Emily & John Bagwill 
Grace Kelemanik and Lorraine Horgan 
Lyman and Ann Phillips Lynch 
Suzanne Richardson 
Gerard Dougherty 
Katy and Brian Denning 
Laura Arvidson-Guzman and Fransisco Guzman 
Beth & Aaron Brady 
Amy and John Till 
Kristen Cox 
Monica Hernandez 
Allen Jones 
Pat Spencer 
Beth Taskovska 
Paula Curtis 
Jennifer & Chris D'Antonio 

Renée Graham 
Walter Lee 
Bryan and Lori York 
Janet Bennet 
Norma & Stephen Jaynes 
John & Cynthia McReynolds 
Phil Burt & Gina Beck 
Stephen & Shannon Giordano 
Janet Forslund 
Victoria Bonanni  
Judy Ravindra 
Andrea Bryant 
Andele Novak 
Chuck & Judy Allen-Shaw 
Priscilla & Stewart Wood 
Kim Parr & Kate Eisenberg 
Linda and Peter Tardif 
Brian Mohammed and David Fisher 
David and Cindy Yancey 
Hamish Blackman 
Judith Goodridge 
Rob Steckbeck 
Chris Visminas 
Caroline Galiatsos 
Anne Deangelis 
Catherine and Matt Brunell 
Linda Edwards-Hasgill 
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Mary and Richard Seitz 
Margaret Cezair-Thompson 
Diane LaLumiere  
Maryellen Ward  

Ian McReynolds 
Jacques and Alexy Boudreau 
John and Michael Castellino 

A beautiful Christmas to each of you and to all those who you love.  
A peaceful Christmas to those in fear, in danger, in poverty or war zones. 

A healing Christmas to those in pain.  
A transformative Christmas to the world. 

A Holy Christmas to you, from us. 
With Love,  
St. Paul's 

 
 
 
 

See you Soon! 
January 1st, 2023 | New Year's Day Eucharist 10AM (no 8AM) 

January 6th, 2023 | Epiphany Party 6PM 
 

Worship Sundays at 8AM and 10AM 
And more! Just check stpaulsnatick.org. 

You are always welcome here.  
 


